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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2,6-9,13 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Edwards et al (U.S. patent 6,618,051) in view of Safai et al (U.S. patent 6,167,469) 

Regarding claim 1 ,8 and 22 alter Edwards et al disclose: A method of ordering a 
photo product to be printed at a selected location and delivered to a designee 
comprising the steps of: (a) a user communicating with a service provider that offers a 
plurality of photo products and selecting a particular photo product to incorporate a 
digital image provided by the user (please note Edwards et al column 5 lines 1-8, also 
Fig.8 column 9 lines 29-42). However Edwards et al do not disclose: (b) the user 
providing an identification of the designee's location where the selected photo product is 
to be delivered (c) the service provider automatically selecting from a plurality of printing 
locations a particular printing location based on the identification of the designee's 
location (d) using a communications network to transfer the digital image from the user 
to the particular printing location and (e) printing the selected photo product at the 
particular printing location and delivering the photo product to the designee. On the 
other hand Safai et al disclose: (b) the user providing an identification of the designee's 
location where the selected photo product is to be delivered (please note Safai et al 
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column 14 lines 35-44) (c) the service provider automatically selecting from a plurality of 
printing locations a particular printing location based on the identification of the 
designee's location (please note, column 14 lines 29-35 where the photos are sent the 
print job to the high resolution color printer) (d) using a communications network to 
transfer the digital image from the user to the particular printing location (please note 
column 14 lines 32-35) and (e) printing the selected photo product at the particular 
printing location and delivering the photo product to the designee (please note column 
14 lines 35-44). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time of 
the invention to modify Edwards et al's invention according to the teaching of Safai et al, 
where Safai et al in the same filed of endeavor teach the way the addresses of the 
recipients or designees is added to the photos through the service provider for the 
purpose of being able to deliver the photos to the designee at different locations. 

Regarding claim 2 and 9 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 1 wherein the 
user makes payment via the network for the photo product (please note column 15 lines 
19-26). 

Regarding claim 6 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 5 wherein the user 
transfers the digital image to the network address communicated by the service provider 
(please note column 14 lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 7 and 13 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 1 wherein the 
photo product includes at least one album page (please note column 15 lines 27-30) the 
digital image is transferred from the user directly to the particular printing locations and 
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album page background image data is communicated from the service provider to the 
particular printing location in order to produce the at least one album page (please note 
column 15 lines 31-45). 

Regarding claim 23 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 22 wherein step (f) 
includes printing a postage stamp on the shipping label (please note column 14 lines 
38-42). 

Regarding claim 24 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 23 wherein the 
postage stamp depicts at least a portion of the digital image (please note column 14 
lines 35-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3-5,10-12 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Edwards et al (U.S. patent 6,618,051) in view o f Safai et al (U.S. patent 6,167,469) and 
further in view of Kanevsky et al (U.S. patent 6,285,777) 

Regarding claim 3,10 and 25 Neither Safai et al nor Edward et al disclose: The 
method of claim 1 wherein the identification of the designee's location is the designee's 
zip code. On the other hand Kanevsky et al disclose: The method of clainn 1 wherein the 
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identification of the designee's location is the designee's zip code (please note column 3 
lines 27-34 where the designee or recipient zip code is specified for addressing) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time 
of the invention to modify Safai et al and Edwards et al's invention according to the 
teaching of Kanevsky et al, where Kanevsky et al in the same filed of endeavor teach 
the way the addresses of the recipients is converted in terms of their Zip codes for the 
purpose of making the delivery more accurate. 

Regarding claim 4 and 26 and Kanevsky et al disclose: The method of claim 3 
wherein the photo product is delivered to the designee by the U.S. postal service 
(please note column 3 lines 28-32). 

Regarding claim 5 and 12 Kanevsky et al disclose: The method of claim 1 
wherein the service provider communicates a network address of the particular printing 
location to the user (please note column 3 lines 1-40). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Kanevsky et al disclose: The method of claim 10 wherein the 
postal code is a zip code (please note column 3 lines 27-34 where the designee or 
recipient zip code is specified for addressing). 

5. Claim 14-21 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Edwards et al (U.S. patent 6,618,051) in view of Safai et al (U.S. patent 6,167,469) and further 
in view of Kanevsky et al (U.S. patent 6,285,777) 

Regarding claim 14,18 and 27 Edwards et al disclose: A method of ordering a 
photo product to be printed at a selected location and delivered to a designee, 
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comprising the steps of: (a) a user communicating with a service provider that offers a 
plurality of photo products and selecting a particular photo product to incorporate a 
plurality of digital images provided by the user (please note column 5 lines 1-8, also 
Fig. 8 column 9 lines 29-42) (b) the service provider producing a representation of the 
photo product and sending such representation to the user (please note column 1 lines 
37-44) (c) the user approving an order for the photo product depicted in said 
representation (please note column 10 lines 7-13). However Edwards et al do not quite 
disclose: and providing an identification of the designee's location where the selected 
photo product is to be delivered;: and providing an identification of the designee's 
location where the selected photo product is to be delivered (d) the service provider 
using said identification of the designee's location to select from a plurality of printing 
locations a particular printing location On the other hand Safai et al disclose: providing 
an identification of the designee's location where the selected photo product is to be 
delivered;: and providing an identification of the designee's location where the selected 
photo product is to be delivered (please note column 14 lines 29-45) (d) the service 
provider using said identification of the designee's location to select from a plurality of 
printing locations a particular printing location (please note column 2 lines 1-14). 
However neither Edwards et al nor Safai et al disclose: (e) using a communications 
network to transfer the plurality of digital images to the particular printing location; and 
(f) printing the selected photo product at the particular printing location and delivering 
the photo product to the designee. On the other hand Kanevsky et al disclose: (e) using 
a communications network to transfer the plurality of digital images to the particular 
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printing location (please note column 3 lines 34-51) and (f) printing the selected photo 
product at the particular printing location and delivering the photo product to the 
designee (please note column 3 lines 7-34). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time 
of the invention to modify Safai et al and Edwards et al's invention according to the 
teaching of Kanevsky et al, where Kanevsky et al in the same filed of endeavor teach 
the way the addresses of the recipients is converted in terms of their Zip codes for the 
purpose of making the delivery more accurate. 

Regarding claim 15 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 14 wherein the 
plurality of photo products is selected from a group including an album page containing 
two or more digital images provided by the user (please note column 15 lines 27-35). 

Regarding claim 16 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 14 wherein the 
plurality of photo products includes prints having a plurality of different sizes (please 
note column 10 lines 32-35). 

Regarding claim 17 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 14 further including 
the steps of a user providing a payment identifier specifying an account to be charged 
for producing and delivering the photo product (please note column 15 lines 16-25). 

Regarding claim 19 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 18 wherein the 
suitable time is a time selected by the user (please note column 15 lines 40-43). 

Regarding claim 20 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 18 wherein the 
suitable time is a time selected for efficient transfer over the channel (please note 
column 15 lines 30-45). 
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Regarding claim 21 Safai et al disclose: The method of claim 18 wherein the 
suitable time is selected by a user from a plurality of service times provided by the 
provider (please note column 15 lines 40-43). 

Regarding claim 28 Kanevsky et al disclose: The method of claim 27 wherein the 
user makes payment via the network for the hard copy product (please note column 15 
lines 19-26). 

Regarding claim 29 Kanevsky et al disclose: The method of claim 27 wherein the 
identification of the designee's location is the designee's zip code (please note column 3 
lines 27-34 where the designee or recipient zip code is specified for addressing) 

Regarding claim 30 Kanevsky et al disclose: The method of claim 29 wherein the 
hard copy product is delivered to the designee by the U.S. postal service (please note 
column 3 lines 28-32). 

Contact Information 

> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy whose telephone number 
is (703) 306-3487 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (703) 305-4863. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, or (703) 308-9052 (for forma/ communications; please 
mark 

"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draff communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 

Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2626 
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